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SERIES SHOWCASE
Student gives feedback on the 
new Netflix series now streaming. 
PAGE 6
BATTLE TO THE TOP
OVC’s bottom teams will battle it out 
Wednesday night for a chance to earn 
a spot in the conference tournament in 
March. 
PAGE 8
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jerry’s Pizza, a local pizza restaurant and pub that was open since 1978 was torn down on Monday due to permanently closing. 
Remains of restaurant
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern President David Glassman discussed the recent vitalization recommendations at the Faculty Senate meet-
ing in room 4400 of Booth Library.
By Cassie Buchman
News Editor | @cjbuchman
A report made by Workgroup no. 
1 of the vitalization project, which 
looked at Student Services, recom-
mended that student services be reor-
ganized and that the university study 
the possibility of outsourcing some 
services.
However, certain changes could 
still take a while to be put into action, 
if they are decided on at all.
The recommendations are still just 
suggestions and have yet to be ap-
proved by the administration.
English professor Angela Vietto, a 
workgroup member who co-authored 
the report, said in most cases the 
group saw all of the recommendations 
as valuable, so prioritizing them was 
mostly a matter of what they thought 
could be most easily acted on, as well 
as what was most urgent and essential.
“The impact it would have (on stu-
dents) was our guiding principle,” she 
said.
To make their recommendations, 
the Workgroup interviewed staff unit 
leaders and students, used budget data 
and student surveys, and studied the 
Student Affairs division and several 
student services not in that area.
One of the conclusions that group 
came to is that the areas struggling the 
most with budget issues are the ones 
that are funded by student fees, as this 
revenue depends directly on enroll-
ment.
Workgroup no.1 suggested re-ex-
amining both the student fee struc-
ture and amount of student fees.
One recommendation the group 
made was reorganizing student ser-
vices in a way that would reduce the 
number of direct reports to the vice 
president of students affairs and group 
together services that have similar 
missions.
Vietto said in terms of reorganizing 
student services, it is important to be 
aware that the division of student ser-
vices had been discussing reorganiza-
tion prior to the vitalization project.
“We were endorsing the idea that 
they should be organized in a way 
that would make sense from a stu-
dent’s point of view,” she said.
The group recommended studying 
the possibility of outsourcing several 
programs, though they wrote in their 
report that they advise “extreme cau-
tion in considering” this option.
“The recommendation is for careful 
study for the potential negative and 
positive effects rather than an imme-
diate recommendation to outsource,” 
Workgroup no. 1’s report said. 
Outsourcing in this case would 
mean moving from a non-profit ap-
proach to a for-profit model.
Workgroup 
suggest 
studying 
options
Workgroup, page 5 
By Chrissy Miller
Administrative Reporter | @DEN_Newsdesk
In the Faculty Senate meeting, 
Eastern President David Glassman 
clarified the roles of the Council on 
Academic Affairs and Faculty Sen-
ate, as well as how the administra-
tion plans to move forward with pro-
gram consolidations and deletions.
There were originally seven pro-
grams Workgroup no. 7 put forward 
to be considered for deletion. How-
ever, after administration meetings 
that Glassman said discussed the in-
formation given by the Workgroups, 
the departments and the deans, the 
master’s degree in Chemistry and 
the Pre-Engineering programs are 
no longer on this list.
The master’s degree in Special 
Education as well as the bachelor’s 
degrees in Africana Studies, Career 
and Technical Education, Adult and 
Community Education, and Philos-
ophy are still being considered for 
consolidation or deletion. 
“Because of the (EIU-UPI) con-
tractual agreement that I am be-
ing very mindful of, because I don’t 
want to step over any agreement 
that we have, this January 20th is a 
firm date. We have some flexibility 
in other areas but not in that date,” 
Glassman said. “That’s why we will 
have simultaneous reviews: Faculty 
Senate, CAA, as well as the commit-
tee if anything goes to that level.”
Glassman said the departmental 
responses will be made available to 
the senate to help aid them in assess-
ment of Workgroup no. 7 and the as-
sessment of the general condition of 
these programs. 
“Ultimately, on March 15th, in-
stead of giving one report, we would 
be giving three reports: one from 
the CAA, one from the Faculty Sen-
ate, and one from the committee, at 
which point we make the determina-
tion if any or all would then move 
forward with a recommendation to 
the board of trustees for elimina-
tion.”
Glassman said as far as this part 
of the vitalization project goes, the 
Staff Senate or the Council on Uni-
versity Planning and Budget will not 
be involved. Rather, he said, just the 
academic areas will do the review on 
this particular area of the project.
Senate member Ellen Corrigan 
responded with a reminder that the 
CAA and Faculty Senate are not the 
only ones who need a say in this 
process. 
Two academic programs no longer 
face elimination or consolidation 
Two, page 5 
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Obama grants clemency to Manning
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 
Iowa lawmakers are considering a bill 
that would allow a woman who gets 
an abortion to sue the doctor who 
performed the procedure if she expe-
riences emotional distress later.
If approved, it would be the first 
law of its kind in the U.S.
The proposal, which was endorsed 
Tuesday by a GOP-led three-mem-
ber panel of lawmakers, would per-
mit the woman to file a lawsuit at any 
point in her life, something that goes 
against typical statute of limitation 
rules. It could also make the state vul-
nerable to costly court challenges.
"What we're asking for is that indi-
viduals, doctors and clinics that make 
money off of women by giving them 
abortions are simply held account-
able," said Sen. Mark Chelgren, the 
Republican who introduced the bill. 
"That's all this does. It protects wom-
en from people who would normal-
ly be trying to sell them something in 
a time when they are under the most 
stress that is kind of imaginable."
The governor has already pro-
posed a plan to end state funding for 
Planned Parenthood by passing up 
millions of federal Medicaid dollars. 
Instead, he would tap into a fund that 
currently helps at-risk youth stay out 
of the welfare and juvenile justice sys-
tems.
Erin Davison-Rippey, a represen-
tative for Planned Parenthood of the 
Heartland, said the bill would en-
courage similar action in other Re-
publican-majority statehouses despite 
a "Pandora's box" of legal issues.
"It shows that people who are in 
control are willing to allow incred-
ibly extreme bills to advance in this 
new leadership," she said. "All Iowans 
should be concerned about that."
If approved, Chelgren's propos-
al would be the first such law in the 
country, according to the Guttmach-
er Institute, a research group that sup-
ports abortion rights. The Guttm-
acher Institute did note a handful of 
states have laws on legal action related 
to abortion, but they vary and many 
are specific to counseling provisions.
However,  the measure could 
be challenged immediately on the 
grounds that it violates the Constitu-
tion, according to Mark Kende of the 
Constitutional Law Center at Drake 
University, a private school in Des 
Moines.
Opponents could argue it would 
create an undue burden on women 
by reducing opportunities for them 
to access a legal medical procedure if 
doctors avoid offering abortions be-
cause of the constant threat of legal 
action.
"When you look at it more careful-
ly, it's a threat to the woman because 
it creates deterrents for doctors to do 
this," he said.
Chelgren said federal law requires 
the state to protect a woman's men-
tal health.
Daniel Zeno, a legislative liai-
son for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Iowa, said the measure 
unfairly singles out abortion among 
many medical procedures.
"The bill's intent is clear: To de-
monize abortion providers, set up an 
adversarial relationship between pro-
vider and patient, shame women and 
block access to reproductive health 
care," he said in a statement.
Iowa lawmakers consider abortion bill 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Barack Obama granted clemen-
cy to Chelsea Manning on Tuesday, 
allowing the transgender Army intel-
ligence officer convicted of leaking 
more than 700,000 U.S. documents 
to go free nearly three decades early.
Embracing his clemency powers 
days before leaving office, Obama also 
pardoned 64 individuals including re-
tired Gen. James Cartwright, charged 
with making false statements during 
another leak probe. 
Manning was one of 209 inmates 
with sentences commuted by Obama, 
who has now granted more commuta-
tions than any other president in his-
tory.
Neil Eggleston, Obama's White 
House counsel, said the individuals 
would learn "that our nation is a for-
giving nation, where hard work and 
a commitment to rehabilitation can 
lead to a second chance, and where 
wrongs from the past will not deprive 
an individual of the opportunity to 
move forward."
Manning, Cartwright and Puerto 
Rican nationalist Oscar Lopez Rivera 
were the more prominent names on a 
list otherwise made up mostly of non-
violent drug offenders. The actions are 
permanent, and cannot be undone by 
President-elect Donald Trump.
Manning has been serving a 35-
year sentence for leaking classified 
government and military documents 
to WikiLeaks, along with some battle-
field video. She was convicted in mil-
itary court of violating the Espionage 
Act and other offenses and spent more 
than six years behind bars. She asked 
Obama last November to commute 
her sentence to time served.
Her case has pitted LGBT rights 
activists, who warned about her men-
tal health and treatment as a trans-
gender woman living in a men's pris-
on, against national security hawks 
who said she did devastating damage 
to U.S. interests. The former cheered 
Obama's move, while the latter called 
it an outrageous act that set a danger-
ous precedent.
Known as Bradley Manning at the 
time of her 2010 arrest, Manning 
came out as transgender after being 
sentenced. She was held at Fort Leav-
enworth, Kansas, where she attempt-
ed suicide twice last year, according to 
her lawyers. Manning has acknowl-
edged leaking the documents, but has 
said she did it to raise public aware-
ness about the effects of war on civil-
ians.
"We are all better off knowing 
that Chelsea Manning will walk out 
of prison a free woman, dedicated to 
making the world a better place and 
fighting for justice for so many," said 
Chase Strangio, an American Civil 
Liberties Union attorney representing 
Manning, adding that Obama's ac-
tion could "quite literally save Chel-
sea's life."
But House Speaker Paul Ryan 
called the move "just outrageous," 
and added, "Chelsea Manning's 
treachery put American lives at risk 
and exposed some of our nation's 
most sensitive secrets."
Manning and many of the others 
receiving commutations will be re-
leased in May, in line with standard 
procedure allowing a period for re-en-
try.
Obama's commutation for Man-
ning also raised fresh questions about 
the future of another figure involved 
in the Army leaker's case: Julian As-
sange.
WikiLeaks had earlier pledged, via 
tweet, that its founder would agree to 
U.S. extradition if Obama granted 
clemency to Manning. Holed up for 
more than four years at the Ecuador-
ian Embassy in London, Assange has 
refused to meet prosecutors in Swe-
den, where he's wanted on a rape alle-
gation, fearing he would be extradited 
to the U.S. to face espionage charges 
if he leaves the embassy.
But the Justice Department has 
never announced any indictment of 
Assange. WikiLeaks lawyer Melinda 
Taylor said U.S. and British author-
ities refuse to say whether the U.S. 
has requested extradition. Though she 
praised the commutation for Man-
ning, Taylor made no mention of As-
sange's earlier promise to agree to ex-
tradition.
White House officials said neither 
Assange's fate nor separate concerns 
about WikiLeaks' role in Russian 
hacking of the election factored into 
the decision to commute Manning's 
sentence. The officials briefed report-
ers on condition of anonymity.
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YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
916 Woodlawn Dr. 
Gr eat location south end of 9th St. near the woods! 
www.youngstowncharleston.com 
217-345-2363 
Featured units-1bedrooms left! 
ONLY  5 LEFT FOR THE 17-18 LEASE TERM! 
Studio 210/216 $430/month 
Units 302/304 large 1bedroom $500/month 
Unit 503 large 1bedroom $500 
Spacious Bedrooms with walk in closets! 
 Queen Beds! 
Fr ee Trash & Parking! 
3 Clean on-site Laundry Rooms! 
Use Financial Aid to pay rent 
! 
DEPOSIT SPECIAL 
$150/PERSON 
ANY SIZE UNIT 
SIGN LEASE BY  
MARCH 10! 
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City council to demolish recordings
Open mic night to start year with talent showcase
By Liz Stephens
City Reporter | @DEN_News
The City Council met briefly 
on Tuesday and voted to authorize 
the destruction of both audio and 
video recordings of closed-session 
meetings and will release some of 
the closed-session meeting min-
utes.
Anything recordings from the 
closed-session meetings older than 
18 months will be destroyed and 
not released to the public.
While the older recordings are 
being destroyed, all audio and vid-
eo wil l  be s i fted through every 
six months. Some will be deleted 
while others will be released.
City  Clerk,  Deborah Muller 
said that the video and audio are 
reviewed every six months.
“They are typical ly reviewed 
three times by the council mem-
bers and are archived,” she said.
Muller said that the city attor-
ney reviews the audio and video 
and then makes recommendations 
in regards to the deletions. The 
council also reviews them and the 
recordings are then disposed based 
upon those decisions.
“Anything that is not blacked 
out is going to be available for the 
public to look at, which in some 
cases means not a lot,” she said.
There are certain statutes that 
exempt the council from sharing 
all video and audio to the public, 
she said.
“The redacted footage would 
probably just have a lot of black 
lines on it,” Muller said.
The council also recognized the 
month of February as Black Histo-
ry Month. 
“Every year we will do some-
thing different such as Black His-
to r y  o r  f a rmer s  marke t  week ; 
there’s  dif ferent proclamations 
that we do,” said Mayor Brandon 
Combs. 
This is not the first time that 
the council has recognized Feb-
ruary as Black History Month, as 
they acknowledge this nationally 
proclaimed month every year.
The City Council meeting was 
only about 5 minutes.
“This was the shortest council 
meeting in 14 years,” said Muller.
The next city council meeting 
will be held Jan. 31.
Liz Stephens can be reached at 
581-2812 or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.
The recordings 
are reviewed by 
council members 
and city clerk.
By Liz Stephens
City Reporter | @DEN_News
The Ode to 2017 an open mic 
night is an opportunity for stu-
dents and community members to 
set the tone for the new year by 
showing off their talent.
The event  wi l l  k ick of f  a t  6 
p.m. Wednesday at 7th Street Un-
derground.
Cydne Garrett, a senior mar-
keting major, said the University 
Board wants to put a spotlight on 
student talent and make sure that 
community members feel at home 
to share their talent.
An ode is typically written and 
performed in commemoration to 
someone or an event. The Ode to 
2017 theme symbolizes a toast to 
the new year and bringing in the 
best in 2017.
Garrett said this open mic night 
wil l  be one of the f irst  perfor-
mances of the year for many per-
formers and is a chance for them 
to hit the stage with confidence 
and set the standard for their per-
formances for this year.
There will be a variety of acts 
including singing, rapping, poetry 
and spoken word. 
“I expect it to be very diverse,” 
Garrett said.
Garrett said there are a lot of 
new people signed up this year 
and that she is  excited to have 
people see new talent and differ-
ent performances from last year.
Neiv Hans, sophomore manage-
ment major, was the first student 
to sign up for the event and will 
be singing. 
Hans is a member of the con-
cer t  choi r  on campus  and the 
Eastern Euphonics, which will be 
competing in the Varsity Vocals 
International Championship of 
Collegiate A Cappella (ICCAs) in 
February.
“I think this is a great opportu-
nity to show how much I love to 
sing and play,” Hans said. “It will 
be interesting to see what others 
have in store as well.”
Garrett  said she hopes those 
who are not performing are able 
to sit back and relax and meet new 
people while  the students  per-
form.
With audience members and 
performers combined, about 150-
200 people attended open mic 
night last year. 
“I expect the turnout to be even 
bigger and better than last year,” 
Garrett said. 
She said promotional fliers were 
put up around campus a week in 
advance to make sure more people 
are aware of the show.
Members from the Charleston 
community that do not attend 
Eastern will also be performing.
There will be giveaways at the 
open mic night, along with food 
and refreshments such as brown-
ies, cookies, juice and soda.
This is the first event that Gar-
rett is hosting all semester with 
the main stage committee. 
“I think that this event is an op-
portunity for the performers to 
leave it all  on the stage and set 
their tone for the New Year,” Gar-
rett said.
Liz Stephens can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.
“I think this a great opportunity to show how much I love to sing and play”
-Neiv Hans, sophomore management major
Staff Report
Workgroup No. 8, Academic 
Visioning I, posted on the Vital-
ization Project website a 22-page 
summary of its discussion in order 
to solicit feedback from the cam-
pus community before its March 
15 deadline, workgroup chair Jeff 
Stowell  announced in an email 
Tuesday morning.
The draft report notes that the 
Academic Visioning workgroup is 
tasked with generating creative di-
rection for Eastern “without re-
gard to financial, personnel or ad-
ministrative constraints.”
According to the report,  the 
workgroup has discussed a vari-
ety of areas for potential growth at 
Eastern. These include establish-
ing new programs in health-relat-
ed fields, increasing the number of 
online degree programs, and add-
ing a limited number of doctor-
al programs to improve Eastern’s 
prestige.
The  commit t ee  b r i e f l y  d i s -
cussed implementing micro-de-
grees ,  or  cer t i f icates  of  exper-
t i se  in  a  spec i f ic  subject  mat-
t e r  tha t  do  not  need  to  mee t 
no rma l  d eg re e  r equ i r emen t s . 
The report also proposes the cre-
ation of a program to coordinate 
and fund undergraduate research, 
based on the successful model at 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire.
The report can be accessed by 
visiting www.eiu.edu/vitalizepro-
ject/ and clicking on 
“ Workgroup  8  Summar y  o f 
FA16 Discussions (pdf ).”
 
The News staff can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Workgroup No. 8 seeks community, campus feedback 
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Bad movies get value from the viewer
Despite low 
approval, we 
must see this 
inauguration
Eastern breaks are unnecessarily short
      Editor- in-Chief  Managing Editor            News Editor    Associate News Editor    Photo Editor          Online Editor  Sports Editor               Opinions Editor
      Kalyn Hayslett            Angelica Cataldo          Cassie Buchman          Leon Mire              Justin Brown     Analicia Haynes               Sean Hastings          Shelby Niehaus 
Ladies and gentlemen, we have a scourge on our 
hands. Remember when I opened up about my love 
for terrible movies? Last semester I printed a man-
ifesto on the beauty and unadulterated joy that is 
truly awful cinema. But over winter break, when my 
parents suggested we take a trip to the shabby lo-
cal mall to see Assassin’s Creed on New Years’ Day, 
even I balked.
You see, video game tie-in movies have a pretty 
bad track record. From 2001’s Lara Croft – Tomb 
Raider (holding down a paltry 20% on review ag-
gregator Rotten Tomatoes) to 1993’s Super Mario 
Bros. (trailing behind with a 15%) to 2005’s Alone 
in the Dark (at 1%, and noted as “inept at every lev-
el”), many game-based movies suffer significantly in 
format transfer, and are marred by poor decisions in 
multiple areas. 
I should note, before we descend too far into the 
realm of tie-in films, that most video game-inspired 
films I looked at scored on par with or below junk 
cinema poster child Birdemic (20% on Rotten To-
matoes), a flick noted for its jarring audio transi-
tions, royalty-free soundtrack, horrendous CGI and 
robotic cast. With this column, we have reached ter-
rible movie bedrock.
When my family suggested Assassin’s Creed, 
though, I at least thanked my lucky stars that I was 
not a fan of the original game series. Someone’s fa-
vorite intellectual property was about to be tram-
pled on, I thought. 
A quick glance at the reviews on the way to the 
film solidified my worries. Early reviewers pointed 
out Assassin’s Creed’s weak characters, convoluted 
plot and shoddy special effects. As I settled into my 
seat, I steeled myself for a long and boring film.
To be blunt, the reviewers were right. I have nev-
er cared so little about any characters in a film, I 
could barely follow the plot (nor did I want to) and 
the special effects were not quite as special as they 
needed to be.
But there was one redeeming factor. He sat next 
to me on my left, this man; he must have been a 
fan of the games, because I could find no other ex-
planation for his being. Throughout the entire film 
he was on the edge of his seat, alternating between 
childlike joy and near-academic scrutiny. His eyes 
did not wander to his bitten nails like mine did. 
When the Assassin’s Creed: Black Flag character got 
a slice of screen time, he thrust his hands in the air. 
He stayed to watch the entire credits. 
I wish I saw what he saw in Assassin’s Creed. 
Surely he noted the weak acting and lackluster CGI, 
but none of that mattered to this man. He was hap-
py to see his favorite video game make it to the sil-
ver screen, and nothing could spoil that innocent 
joy for him.
None of my favorite games have seen movie tie-
in releases. Stardew Valley will never be a film. No-
body in their right mind would scramble to get the 
rights to Age of Mythology or Baldur’s Gate. 
I imagine that seeing your favorite game recreat-
ed as film is some kind of thrill. Ideally your favorite 
game would become a great movie, but any mov-
ie, even a bad one, is still exciting when it represents 
something you love.
Assassin’s Creed may be the worst kind of terrible 
movie from my standpoint-- weak all around with 
none of that trainwreck appeal I love in other bad 
movies-- but it really just represents a different kind 
of bad movie.
All bad movies are equally bad at their core. Just 
because my criteria for a good bad movie is different 
from my moviegoer friend does not mean that As-
sassin’s Creed is objectively less fun to watch than, 
say, Fateful Findings, or that Battleship was more of 
a spectacle than the 1995 Mortal Kombat.
So, my friends, we do have a scourge on our 
hands. But while, for some of us, this nasty brute is 
a blemish on the face of the terrible movie scene, for 
others it is just a guilty pleasure.
I love bad movies for my own reasons. I will no 
longer begrudge other people for liking different 
bad movies.
Shelby Niehaus is a senior English language 
arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
scniehaus@eiu.edu.
Shelby Niehaus
As many students have found out by now, East-
ern has begun the second week of the spring semes-
ter at the same time that many of the neighboring 
institutions are starting their first week back from 
winter break. 
Other students at neighboring schools had an ex-
tra week for break and were eased back into their ac-
ademic routine with a shorter work week after Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day.
Eastern students did not have that simple luxu-
ry other institutions bestowed to their own students, 
which left many wondering why the academic cal-
endars were not similar.
Although this is not a life-threatening situation, 
only having a three-week-long break compared to 
the usual four to five week break between semesters 
makes a big difference.
Having about a month off leaves a comfortable 
cushion of time before and after the holidays, and 
gives students and even faculty and staff the ability 
to mentally and physically prepare for the upcom-
ing semester. 
Additionally, many people were still recovering 
from seasonal illnesses and returned to campus sick.
This shorter break also cuts into potential time 
for working, family and traveling, let alone having 
to prepare for holidays. 
Despite the fact that classes let out nearly two 
weeks earlier for summer break compared to oth-
er schools, it does not make up for the seeming-
ly rushed start-up immediately after the new year, 
especially having a long weekend right after being 
back.
Deviating from normal holiday breaks are com-
mon in Eastern’s academic calendar. Once again, 
unlike other universities having a Monday off in ob-
servance of President’s Day, Eastern will be having 
no class on Friday of that week, even when many 
students do not have Friday classes.
It is understandable to consider things like ath-
letic and academic calendars  attempting to fit as 
much into a semester as possible,  while trying to ac-
commodate both the student and faculty.
This does not explain the oddly placed days off 
and certainly does not explain why the winter break 
was unusually short for a university academic cal-
endar. 
RIP Jerry’s
DAN PRER ADOVIĆ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Juan Nevarez
In exactly two days, the United States is inau-
gurating Donald Trump for the 45th President of 
the United States after an extremely controver-
sial election filled with negatives and positives for 
both of the political parties. Trump’s behavior can 
be classified as unconventional, characterized by 
peculiar cabinet picks to maintain his organiza-
tional network while running the United States.  
This transition is filled with unconventional 
authoritarian characteristics that have been pre-
sented since the beginning of his campaign. Ac-
cording to an article published by CNN on Jan. 
17, his campaign is filled with habitual fallacies 
that began two years ago, such as gloating over 
his ability to shoot someone on Fifth Avenue and 
not lose any clout in the process. 
Trump has been following an authoritarian 
style in presenting his ideals, views and adversar-
ies. Recently he targeted media outlets by mak-
ing claims about spreading “fake news.” There has 
been an increase in false information across the 
internet, but this error falls on the news outlets’ 
lack of critical reasoning and investigation, not 
malicious intent. 
The same CNN article notes that Trump’s ap-
proval rating is dropping drastically. It is the low-
est of any recent president, ranking 44 points be-
neath current president Barack Obama. This does 
not come as a surprise to me, especially with the 
constant Twitter access for commentary, which I 
believe to be inappropriate for the most powerful 
job in the world. 
Trump’s transition could be to blame for this 
low approval rating, though according to his re-
cent tweets, “The same people who did the pho-
ny election polls, and were so wrong, are now do-
ing approval rating polls. They are rigged just like 
before.” These claims are now being lobbed at 
any news outlet that does not show Trump in a 
favorable light.
In the CNN article, there seems to be some 
positives coming out of the polling data, such as 
Americans still remaining faithful in Trump de-
livering some of his campaign policies such as the 
increase in taxes for companies that continue to 
keep jobs in Mexico for manufacturing, renego-
tiating the NAFTA (North American Free Trade 
Agreement) trade deal and creating jobs in areas 
that are struggling with job output. Currently, 
though, only 4 out of 10 Americans believe that 
Trump will actually be able to defeat ISIS. 
One thing that is certain is that I hope every-
one watches the inauguration, as we must still 
give the next President of the United States re-
spect for his transition.
We are all on the ride together. This election 
was filled with issues on both sides of the politi-
cal arena, and all the information coming out is 
in need of further investigation.
 As Americans, we all need to have an obliga-
tion to be correctly informed, and to think criti-
cally when investigating on the internet. The fu-
ture of the United States will continue to look 
bright, and we have survived extremely difficult 
times. I have faith in the people of this country to 
continue to shift to progressive agendas. 
Juan Nevarez is a senior psychology major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
jnnevarez@eiu.edu.
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Warm welcome
R ACHEL STANE VICH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Mark Bettinger, Pastor at Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, Marco Naam, a business management senior from 
Cairo, Egypt, and freshman Kamae Coffey, a mid-level education major from Charleston, IL give out free hot 
chocolate to students on campus Tuesday through Thursday from 9 am until 2 p.m. The fellowship is raising 
awareness for their weekly meetings held in the Coleman Auditorium Thursday nights at 7 p.m.
» Workgroup
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
» Two
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
Workgroup no. 1 wrote that it 
thinks a “thorough cost-benefit anal-
ysis” should be completed before de-
ciding on outsourcing a service, since 
a change like it could increase costs 
for students.
The group suggested studying the 
option of outsourcing Dining Ser-
vices and studying the possible sav-
ings and costs of outsourcing the cre-
dentialing of international students. 
It also recommended studying “the 
possible savings and costs of moving 
from a self-insured model of student 
insurance to other funding and opera-
tional models.”
“If we’re doing outsourcing to save 
money, we have to figure out, will it 
really save money?” Vietto said.
Vietto said another aspect that 
needs to be considered is that a busi-
ness or outsourcer will see students 
differently that a university would.
“We don’t think of students as cus-
tomers; we think of students as stu-
dents who have come to us for an ed-
ucational living experience,” Vietto 
said. “...They see (students) as a cus-
tomer only; we see you as part of a 
family.”
Mark Hudson, director of Housing 
and Dining, said the early idea is to 
study and objectively figure out what 
makes the most sense to do.
“Just because it’s been suggested 
doesn’t mean it’s a definite,” he said. 
“It’s early to make any kind of defini-
tive statements about the other side of 
the evaluation when we haven’t got-
ten there yet.”
He said even an evaluation process 
could take “quite a while.”
“I think that’s one thing to know, 
it’s not like ‘oh next fall, it’s gonna be 
all different,’” he said. “Things don’t 
move along that quickly.”
Paul McCann, interim vice pres-
ident for business affairs, said state 
laws that deal with outsourcing dic-
tate that if there are unionized posi-
tions in place, the firm or contractor 
would have to employ people in those 
positions.
When a university has moved to 
having an outside group providing 
a service, Eastern President David 
Glassman said, in cases he has expe-
rienced, it hires the employees already 
working at the school.
“Whether (outsourcing) would 
ever happen or not, I don’t know. 
We’ll begin to look at it because the 
vitalization (Workgroup) said that 
that was something that we ought to 
consider,” McCann said. 
McCann said outsourcing has been 
looked at “a number of times” before 
and that the service to the student 
and cost to the university would be 
the primary aspects looked at.
“There may be some savings in it, 
but there’s not going to be a signifi-
cant amount,” McCann said. “That 
would be my opinion, but we’ll look 
at it.”
If outsourcing was looked at, the 
process would start with putting a Re-
quest for Proposal out to tell com-
panies it is something the university 
would be willing to do.
Any purchases of over $250,000 
have to approved by the Board of 
Trustees. McCann said there are 
some approval processes the universi-
ty would have to go through internal-
ly as well.
“The question that’s being asked 
is what is the way that best serves 
EIU,” Hudson said. “If that means 
what we’re doing now is serving the 
students, and now we’re doing it at 
a price that’s competitive and stu-
dents are happy, then we’ll may-
be not change. But if you can lower 
the price, if you can increase the ser-
vice, if you can do things to help the 
students feel better served, then you 
might consider it.”
The process of studying these op-
tions could be tricky, Hudson said, 
and would involve contacting oth-
er universities to see what works and 
what does not work as well as hiring 
a consultant.
Regarding student insurance, the 
report said some studies have already 
been undertaken and that a Request 
for Proposal has been drafted for a 
“multi-tiered insurance product” that 
would provide students with supple-
mental insurance and the opportunity 
to purchase a primary care plan that 
complies with the Affordable Care 
Act.
This potential plan would combine 
the student insurance fee and Health 
Service fee into one fee that students 
would not be able to opt out of.
For this change to happen in the 
coming academic year, a decision 
would need to be made in the 2017 
spring semester, according to the re-
port.
Vietto said the group is suggesting 
that the university be prompt when 
deciding whether to go with the plan 
in the current Request for Proposal or 
when seeing if there is a better alter-
native.
“Action is needed as soon as possi-
ble to reduce costs and liability in this 
area,” Workgroup no. 1’s report said.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
“It sounds like they’re (Faculty 
Senate and CAA) going to be looped 
back in now that the recommenda-
tions have come forth. I just want to 
make one point: On the Council on 
Graduate Studies and the Council on 
Teacher Education, (they) have im-
peratives that are parallel to CAA, 
so they should be involved as well,” 
Corrigan said. 
Glassman said he agreed that 
since at least one of each of the pro-
grams up for the possibility of con-
solidation or elimination are from 
the Graduate Studies and Teach-
er Education Programs, it may be 
a good idea to get these groups in-
volved.
Senate member Stefan Eckert said 
that while the meeting was informa-
tive in some aspects, central ques-
tions went unanswered.
Eckert said he thought the fact 
that the Academic Program Elimi-
nation and Reorganization Review 
Committee was being called for the 
first time meant they had a clear plan 
of action. 
“What we understand now from 
the president is that the charge will 
only be directed towards eliminating 
that degree program,” Eckert said. 
“If that’s going to have implications 
for the existence of the department 
or the faculty lines, all that is left 
open. It does complicate in my view 
the responses.”
Justin Brown contributed to this 
article.
Chrissy Miller can be reached 
at 581-2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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Graduating?
LAST CALL, LAST DAYS FOR
SENIOR PORTRAITS!
It may seem hard to believe, but this 
milestone is rapidly approaching:                      
Commencement!
Make sure that your years of study 
and hard work are remembered in 
the 2016-17 EIU Warbler.
Senior portraits are FREE and may be 
booked at:
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM
Use Panthers for your client ID
Book your appointment now!           
Sessions will be held       
2522 Buzzard Hall, Journalism 
Conference Room
Jan. 16-19, 9am-5pm
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For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
6
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable 
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4 
bedroom house near campus great 
location, Village Rentals (217) 345-
2516
________________________ 1/20
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse 
call 24 hours for details (217) 549-
2668
________________________ 1/25
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 per-
sons needed for 1837 11th Street. 
Close to campus. $300 per person. 
Will negotiate price. Garbage in-
cluded, snow removal. No money 
down at signing. Very nice 5 bed-
room 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, de-
tached garage for smokers, pet de-
posit required. Call or text (217) 
728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. www.myeiuhome.
com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
   1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377   Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
10 Year Price Rollback!  
2BR for 2 = $500. 
Now, Spring, or Fall 2017 
½ Block to Lantz 
ACROSS
 1 Company whose 
business is 
picking up
 5 Torah expert
10 Email folder
14 A, B or C
15 Mexican 
civilization known 
for its colossal 
head sculptures
16 Teensy bit
17 Something to 
follow
19 Espy
20 Tense
21 Apprehend
23 Last: Abbr.
24 Something to 
follow
28 “Game of 
Thrones” and 
others
32 Circus safety 
feature
33 Q neighbor
34 Low pair
35 Black History 
Month: Abbr.
36 Fashion designer 
Miller
39 Something to 
follow
42 Patriarch of 
House Stark 
on “Game of 
Thrones”
43 “___ believe …”
44 Gumbo vegetable
45 Helical stuff
46 Still frame of 
Mickey, maybe
47 Indian tea region
48 Something to 
follow
52 With 69-Across, 
V.I.P.
53 Genre for Fall 
Out Boy
54 Feudal lords
59 Bacchanal
61 Something to 
follow
64 Basis of a 
scholarship
65 Region of ancient 
Palestine
66 Arm of the Dept. 
of Labor
67 Goofs
68 Devices for many 
runners
69 See 52-Across
DOWN
 1 Reverse
 2 Godsend
 3 Suffix with 
bachelor
 4 On Medicare, 
say: Abbr.
 5 “It’s not my first 
___”
 6 Word between 
“mine” and 
“mine”
 7 Health meas. 
used to diagnose 
obesity
 8 Colorado senator 
Michael
 9 Mountaineering 
tool
10 “___ boom bah!”
11 Their characters 
jump off the 
page
12 Ring in the 
ocean
13 Finishing option
18 Parts of an ovo-
lacto vegetarian’s 
diet
22 Dyeing technique
25 Ruiner of a 
perfect report 
card
26 Get information 
from, in a way
27 Computer 
shortcuts
28 Eye sore
29 Wowed
30 One who wants a 
ring for bling?
31 Leaning
35 Subject line abbr.
36 Sgt., e.g.
37 ___ Spencer, 
co-anchor of 
ABC’s “Good 
Morning 
America”
38 Cheese coated in 
red wax
40 One might do it 
from a soapbox
41 Pointless
46 Arise
47 Deuce follower
48 Steakhouse 
selection
49 Electrician, at 
times
50 Nontext part of a 
text
51 ___ Sports 
Bureau (official 
58-Down 
provider for 
Major League 
Baseball)
55 Stars may have 
big ones
56 Deep cut
57 Voice-controlled 
product from 
Amazon
58 See 51-Down
60 The ten in “first 
and ten”: Abbr.
62 Old name for 
Tokyo
63 Homer’s neighbor
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Viewers can watch the misfortune of the Bauldelaire children in the Netlfix adaptation of the famous book series. Neil Patrick Harris stars as Count Olaf.
By Angelica Cataldo 
Managing Editor | @DEN_News
More than 10 years and 
a canceled movie deal lat-
er, young adult author Dan-
iel Handler has adopted the 
pseudonym Lemony Snicket 
again to revamp his infamous 
book series, “A Series of Un-
fortunate Events.”
Only this time, the crew 
at Netflix took the film adap-
tation into their own hands, 
breaking up the 13-book se-
ries into an episodic televi-
sion show. 
The first season consists of 
eight one-hour long episodes 
telling the stories of the first 
three books of the series.
The Baudelaire children 
Violet, Sunny and Klaus have 
a string of bad luck when 
they are informed of their 
parents’  unt imely  deaths 
caused by a great fire that 
burned down their childhood 
home. 
Soon after, the three chil-
dren are placed into the care 
of multiple guardians that are 
not all they seem to be. Like 
the title, the Baudelaire chil-
dren face a series of unfortu-
nate events that are both trag-
ic and comical.
Desp i t e  the  l ong  h i a -
tus and anticipation for the 
show, the series did not dis-
appoint. Netflix’s “A Series of 
Unfortunate Events” captured 
the dark humor and clever-
ness of the books perfectly. 
From the steam punk set-
t ing to the appropriately 
placed breaking of the fourth 
wall, the show has it all.
Every  s ingle  s i tuat ion, 
piece of dialogue and minor 
detail seem to have almost lit-
erally come straight from the 
books. 
The writers of the show 
also managed to slip in ref-
erences to the books and to 
Lemony Snicket himself.
The dialogue and execution 
of each unfortunate event is a 
combination of witty, comi-
cal and practical.
I was a little wary of the 
casting but was pleasantly 
surprised at the abundance of 
talent found in each actor. 
The Baudelaire children 
looked the appropriate age 
they are supposed to be as 
described in the books, and 
they had fantastic on-screen 
chemistry.
Malina Weissman, Lou-
is Hynes and Presley Smith 
played Violet, Klaus and Sun-
ny Baudelaire, respectively, 
successfully displaying each 
child’s written talents.
We cannot forget the in-
famous role of Count Olaf 
played by Neil Patrick Harris.
Although I grew up famil-
iar with the character and 
Jim Carry’s interpretation of 
the role, Harris’s portrayal is 
equally as funny and menac-
ing.
In fact, Harris plays the 
role so well I found myself 
just as annoyed with him as 
I was when I read the books 
as a child.
And like the books, the 
writers of the show also cap-
ture the mystery behind the 
story. Many questions and 
new concepts arise, leaving 
you wanting more.
Netflix has successfully re-
leased a wildly entertaining 
television show yet again, all 
the while staying true to the 
stories and true to the char-
acters.
It will be very interesting 
to see what the next season 
has to offer.
Angelica Cataldo can 
bereached at 581-2812 or 
amcataldo@eiu.edu.
Show review: a series of rather fortunate viewing
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Before anyone knew his name, people were call-
ing him “T” or “Lil T.” Eastern men’s basketball 
team’s guard Terrell Lewis’ father’s name is Terrell 
Lewis as well and he was “Coach T,” except Lewis 
Jr.’s name was Cornell Johnston. 
Terrell Lewis Sr. was always coaching “Lil T” 
when he was younger and that is where the nick-
name came from, and it was the perfect fit for the 
Eastern guard. 
“Before even hearing that from other people, and 
coming from other people, I had always wanted to 
be a Jr. when I was younger,” Lewis Jr. said. “I just 
wanted to have (my dad’s) name.”
When “Lil T” turned 21 Sept. 8, he had al-
ready made up his mind that when he had time off 
from basketball, he’d change his name from Cor-
nell Johnston to match his father’s name. The name 
change did not become official until Jan. 10, where 
he was recognized as Terrell Lewis Jr. across the 
NCAA and at Eastern.  
Lewis Jr. said spending as much time around his 
dad has made a big impact on his life growing up 
on and off the court. 
“We do a lot of family things (together),” Lew-
is Jr. said. “On Christmas we went to see a mov-
ie, Fences, with some family. We go to church a lot, 
and just try to make the best of life and support our 
family together.” 
Night in and night out, since his freshman year, 
Lewis Jr. has shined on the court for the Panthers, 
but he said he would not be where he is today with-
out his dad and his mom. 
“He always taught me how to grow up and be a 
man,” Lewis Jr. said. “He’s always been that figure I 
needed in my life.”
Sometimes it seems easy with the way Lewis Jr. 
plays on the court, but what his father told him 
when he was young has stuck with him: take care 
of his business on the court, but especially off the 
court. 
“Since I was young it was drilled in my head by 
my father and mother to go to school and make 
sure you get your grades right because if you don’t, 
those opportunities that you’re looking for won’t 
open up,” Lewis Jr. said. 
Lewis Jr. stepped into the spotlight for Eastern 
basketball as a wide-eyed 18-year-old freshman just 
5 months out of high school as the point guard of 
the team.
Lewis Jr. brings the ball up the court almost ev-
ery time for Eastern, and he gets the offense mov-
ing and sends out the signals to the other four on 
the court. 
He has not slowed down since his freshman year, 
and now as a junior has grown into an even big-
ger leader. 
“I’d say without my dad I would not have the 
same leader skills that I have now,” Lewis Jr. said. 
“He always pushed me to be better. Like when I was 
younger and not really understanding the game, 
and I just had skill, some of those times I wanted 
to give up.”
And it was times like that Lewis Jr. reminded “Lil 
T” that he had the heart to be able to jump over any 
obstacle in his way and helped him stay focused.
For anyone who knew Lewis Jr. growing up, he 
was never Cornell; he was always “T” or “Lil T.” 
The only people who called him Cornell were kids 
in class that heard the teacher call him that. 
The name may have only been made official 
now, but for the last 12 years, “Cornell Johnston” 
was always just “T.”
Sean Hastings can be reached 
at 581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Name change 21 years in the making
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Terrell Lewis drives past two Murray State defenders in the first half on the Panthers’ 
83-72 loss to the visiting Murray State Racers.
 By Parker Valentine
Track & Field reporter
After tough competition at the Illini Clas-
sic in Champaign, senior Bryn Buckwalter 
finished second in the shot put final event.
This success has become a consistent part 
of Buckwalter’s collegiate career. She is un-
der a foot away from breaking the Eastern 
Illinois shot put record held by Kandace Ar-
nold, who attained the record in 2010. 
Passing Arnold’s record has become a very 
achievable and important goal for Buckwal-
ter at Eastern. She is also on the all-time list 
for weight throwing, where she is third all-
time.
Buckwalter has been participating in shot 
put events for eight years now. She started 
participating in shot put her freshman year 
in high school and has competed ever since. 
At Freeport High 
School,  Buckwalter 
wa s  c rowned  s t a t e 
c h a m p i o n  i n  d i s -
cus as a sophomore 
while placing fourth 
in shot put. 
In  h i g h  s c h o o l , 
track and field was 
not the only teams she was a part of. Buck-
walter was a three-sport athlete in high 
school, where she also played basketball and 
volleyball.
Athletics run in the family for Buckwal-
ter. Both of her parents have athletic back-
grounds as coaches and athletes. Her broth-
er Travis is an athlete at Eastern as well.
Travis Buckwalter is a walk-on offensive 
lineman for the Eastern Illinois football 
team. Bryn’s relationship with her brother 
has always been strong.
 “We have been playing basketball against 
each other for a long time. I always had the 
edge in basketball until my senior year of 
high school when Travis got a lot bigger 
than me,” said Buckwalter.
Travis made sure to call Bryn after her 
latest event in Champaign just to see how 
she was doing. Her parents are also very in-
volved in her athletics as well. 
“My parents  try to come to as  many 
events as possible to cheer me on,” said 
Buckwalter.
That bond Buckwalter has with her fam-
ily has followed her to Eastern, where she 
sees her teammates as extended family mem-
bers. 
“I love my team, every event we go to we 
get loud in support of our teammates and 
they do the same for us.” said Buckwalter, 
then elaborating, “When we go to events 
and get loud, we notice other teams aren’t 
quite as into it as us and I think we intim-
idate them a bit with our support and yell-
ing.” 
In preparation for her events Buckwalter 
stressed that her music is key. One of the 
sweeter aspects of Buckwalter’s pre match 
preparations is eating raspberries. 
“My dad brought me raspberries to eat 
before a meet one time, and I ended up do-
ing very well at that meet,” Buckwalter said.
The raspberries are more of a small an-
ecdote to her family than for a competitive 
edge, but she still always eats her berries be-
fore events.
Parker Valentine can be reached
 at 581-2812 or at pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Buckwalter successful at Illini Classic 
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball 
team wraps up its short two game 
home stand against the Tennessee-
Martin Skyhawks Wednesday night. 
Tennessee- Martin has strug-
gled just as bad as Eastern, but both 
teams will get the chance to end the 
four game losing streak that they are 
on. Tennesee-Martin has lost three 
of its last four games by five points 
or less. The Skyhawks are 4-14 over-
all and 1-4 against Ohio Valley Con-
ference opponents. The Panthers are 
5-13 overall with a 1-5 conference 
record.
Both of these teams are in des-
perate need of a victory on Wednes-
day night in order to work their way 
to one of the final spots of the con-
ference tournament in early March. 
Eastern is coming off of a loss where 
they were in command at the half, 
but watched the game slip away re-
sulting in a 10 point loss to Austin 
Peay. Eastern coach Debbie Black 
put two new faces into the lineup in 
that game with sophomore Brittin 
Boyer and freshman Zharia Lenior. 
Both Boyer and Lenior took ad-
vantage of the opportunity. Boy-
er scored a career high 18 points to 
go along with four rebounds and two 
steals. Lenior had four rebounds, 
three assists and three steals in the 
game. Freshman Allison Van Dyke 
received her fourth OVC Freshman 
of the Week honor; she averaged 11 
points and four rebounds in the two 
games last week. 
Tennessee-Martin swept the sea-
son series against Eastern and the 
two games were not even close. The 
Skyhawks took the first meeting at 
Lantz Arena 65-39 and won when 
they hosted the Panthers 91-52. Ten-
nessee-Martin leads the all-time se-
ries against Eastern 29-17. 
The leading scorers this season 
for the Skyhawks are Myah Taylor, 
Kendall Spray and Emanye Robert-
son. Taylor leads all scorers with 12.1 
points a game, followed by Spray 
with 11.2 and Robertson with 10.9. 
Robertson leads the team in steals 
with 37 total this season and is the 
only player on the team to start all 
18 games. 
Ashton Feldhaus is the teams lead-
ing rebounder with 4.4 rebounds per 
game. Feldhaus came off the bench 
last time out for the Skyhawks and 
scored 20 points along with four as-
sists and three rebounds. She is the 
weeks OVC Newcomer of the Week. 
Tennessee-Martin is statistical-
ly the worst rebounding team in 
the conference in both sides of the 
ball. This is a part of the game where 
Eastern has struggled too as they are 
ranked ninth out of 12 on both side 
of the ball. 
One team will be able to get back 
in the win column at Lantz Arena 
Wednesday night at 6 p.m. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
OVC’s bottom teams to square off
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore forward Halle Stull drives to the basket against Austin Peay Tearra Banks Saturday at Lantz Arena. The Governors defeated the Panthers 69-59, giving Eastern four losses in a row.
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Junior distance runner Caroline Col-
let has been running as long as she can re-
member.
Her parents are both runners, and her 
siblings, Carina and Christopher, are even 
in on the family hobby.
Collet said she ran her first 5-kilometer 
race at 8 years old, prompting her to join 
the track and field team at Mazon-Vero-
na-Kinsman Junior High in fifth grade.
“In middle school I ran the mile, and I 
thought I was pretty good, but I’m from a 
pretty small school,” Collet said. 
In high school, she joined the cross 
country team where she learned the value 
of working hard as a team. Collet said her 
proudest moment in cross country came 
during her senior year when the team 
won conference, and she took home an 
individual title.
However, Collet said she never made 
it past sectionals in cross country, but this 
minor setback allowed her to become a 
better athlete, she said.
Although she was nearly tired of the 
sport she is still so passionate about, Col-
let said she felt motivated to run in col-
lege and worked to prove to herself that 
she could be 
competitive at 
Eastern.
“When I 
got to EIU 
everything 
changed,” 
Collet 
said.  “Run-
ning became 
very difficult 
because I was 
not accustomed to the volume and the in-
tensity, but I loved being part of the team 
so much that I stuck around and just tried 
to get better at everything.  I found my 
niche when I started training for steeple-
chase.”
Collet said she is redshirting for the in-
door season but still competes unattached. 
She said she will come into the outdoor 
season prepared for the steeplechase and 
stronger than ever before.
After the cross country season, Collet 
said she had to take time off to recapture 
what it means to run and work hard while 
maintaining a balance in her life.
Collet cited her siblings and mother as 
her biggest motivators and cheerleaders. 
Collet said her mother always knows the 
right thing to say and she is always telling 
Collet to “get out the door and just en-
joy the run.”
Outside of cross country and track and 
field, Collet’s passion is enveloped in the-
atre. She is a Theatre Arts major with an 
emphasis in performance.
“I love it so much and it has saved my 
life so many times. Theatre is about cre-
ating art to make people feel less alone in 
the world, and if I can do that for people 
the way other theatre people have done 
for me, I will have found my purpose,” 
Collet said.
She is also a member of Eastern’s aca-
pella group and loves to read plays, mem-
orize lines and sing musical theatre tunes.
Collet said she has received the best ad-
vice from several people in every corner of 
her life, from sports to arts.
 “The best advice I have ever re-
ceived has been given to me by sever-
al people iterated in different ways, but it 
boils down to: You are the main character 
in the story of your life, and if you want 
to change something, you have the power 
to do that, and even if it doesn›t happen 
overnight, if you keep working at it, you 
will make it happen,” Collet said.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached
 at 581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
JANUARY
18 UT-Martin 6  p.m.
21 SEMO 2  p.m. 
28 SIUE 1 p.m.
February
1         Tennessee St.        5:30 p.m.
UPCOMING GAMES
JJ Bullock
Women’s Basketball Reporter
Eastern freshman Allison Van 
Dyke has won Ohio Valley Con-
ference player of the week, once 
again.
This  i s  the  four th t ime thi s 
season Van Dyke has earned the 
award, making her one more rec-
ogni t ion  away  f rom ty ing  the 
Eastern women’s record for most 
times winning the award in a sea-
son.
Van Dyke was  se lec ted over 
Tennessee Tech’s Akia Harris. Har-
ris had eight points, seven assists 
and three steals against Jackson-
ville State 
The performance that earned 
her the nod from the conference 
was her career-high 16 point scor-
ing performance against Murray 
State where she shot 6-16 from 
the field, had five offensive re-
bounds, one steal and one block. 
Van Dyke  shot  8-23 in  two 
games  las t  week,  averaging 11 
points in 36 minutes per game. 
Both games resulted in a loss 
for the Panthers.
Van Dyke has been arguably 
Eastern’s most valuable freshmen 
this year. She has started in every 
game, is averaging 10.3 points per 
game, 4.5 rebounds and is shoot-
ing a team high 38.3 percent from 
three-point range.
I f  the  Pan the r s  a re  to  tu rn 
around their  5-13 record,  Van 
Dyke continuing her success will 
play a major role.
JJ Bullock can be reached 
at 581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
Collet shows passion 
for theatre, athletics
Van Dyke wins OVC 
freshman of week
